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obtain the services of a lawyer to apply for parole. He may apply by sending a letter to
the Board and is assisted in preparing such an application at the institution, or another
person may apply on his behalf. The Board automatically reviews all sentences of over
two years. As soon as an application is received, a file is opened and investigation begun,
the results of which are presented to the Board for decision.

All applications and reports are processed by the Parcle Board staff at Ottawa. In
addition to the headquarters staff, there are 24 regional officers stationed in ten regional
offices across the country. They interview all applicants for parole to give them an
opportunity of making verbal representations to a representative of the Board. The
regional officers also submit to the Board reports of interviews and their assessment of
the inmates’ suitability for parole. These men have authority over the parolees in their
respective areas and also give information and counsel to all inmates regarding possibility
of parole and preparation for it. They may also issue a Warrant of Suspension and have
a parolee arrested and placed in custody if it is necessary to prevent a breach of any term
or condition of the parole. They are thus able to exercise effective and adequate control
over all parolees in their respective areas.

A person on parole ig under the care of a supervisor, usually an after-care agency
worker or a probation officer, who reports to the regional officer. If he violates the condi-
tions of his parole or commits a further offence or misbehaves in any manner, the Board
may revoke his parole and return him to the institution to serve that part of his sentence
outstanding at the time his parole was granted. If a parolee commits an indictable offence
while on parole, his parole is automatically forfeited and he is returned to the institution to
gerve the unexpired balance of his sentence, plus any new term to which he was sentenced
for the commission of the new offence.

It is essential that the general public should understand that the true purpose of
punishment should be the reformation of the offender and not just vengeance or retribution.
The treatment and training program in the institutions is a vital part of the correctional
process and parole is an extension of this training outside the institution. It is not a
matter of pampering prisoners but of trying to reform as many as possible and of giving
prisoners a chance to rehabilitate if they seem to deserve it.

During the first six years of its operation the Board reviewed 50,845 cases, including
applications for parole and automatic parole review, and granted 12,361 paroles. During
the same period the Board revoked 1,254 paroles, which is a general average failure rate
over the six-year period of 10 p.c. Of these 1,254 who failed on parole, 638 paroles were
forfeited because of the commission of an indictable offence and 616 were revoked for
misbehaviour or the commission of a minor offence.

Section 5.—Police Forces

Organization of Police Forces.—The police forces of Canada are organized in three
groups: (1) the federal force, which is the Royal Canadian Mounted Police; (2) provincial
police forces—the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec have their own provincial police forces
but all other provinces engage the services of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police to per-
form parallel functions within their borders; and (3) municipal police forces—each urban
centre of reasonable size maintains its own police force or engages the services of the pro-
vincial police, under contract, to attend to police matters. In addition, the Canadian
National Railways, the Canadian Pacific Railway Company and the National Harbours
Board have their own police forces.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police—The Royal Canadian Mounted Police is a civil
force maintained by the Federal Government. It was established in 1873 as the North-
West Mounted Police for service in what was then the North-West Territories and, in
recognition of its services, was granted the use of the prefix “Royal” by King Edward VII
in 1904. Tts sphere of operations was expanded in 1918 to include all of Canada west of



